
Welcoming Cities supports local 
councils, and their communities, 
to become more welcoming 
and inclusive. We are a national 
network of cities, shires, towns and 
municipalities who are committed 
to an Australia where people of all 
backgrounds have equal opportunity 
to belong, contribute and thrive.

Diversity is our 
reality. Inclusion 
is a choice.

Our Challenge and Opportunity

The benefits of migration, cultural diversity 
and social cohesion are not being enjoyed 
by all.

Australia is a nation of disparate 
narratives. Our population and economic 
distribution is polarised, with communities 
experiencing either: 

The continued success of multicultural 
Australia will depend on our ability to 
embrace diversity, foster social cohesion 
and build economic success in the face  
of complex population challenges. 

• Rapid growth and trying to advance 
social cohesion and economic 
participation; or 

• Stagnation and decline and the 
challenge of attracting and retaining 
migrants and newcomers. 



How We Help
Welcoming Cities recognises that, of all 
tiers of government, local councils are 
best placed to understand the complexity 
and diversity of their communities and 
facilitate a whole-of-community approach. 
We support local councils and community 
leaders through a network built around:

Knowledge Sharing
Supporting local governments 
to access evidence-based 
research, resources, policies 
and case studies.

Facilitating & resourcing multi-
sector partnerships to maximise 
learning, reach and impact.

Partnership Development

Celebrating Success
Recognising local governments 
that demonstrate leading 
practice and innovation in 
welcoming efforts.

Standard + Accreditation
Setting the National Standard 
for cultural diversity and 
inclusion policy and practice  
in Local Government.

The Welcoming Cities Standard

Welcoming International

Get Involved

The Welcoming Cities Standard is a  
peer-reviewed and highly regarded 
resource that establishes the cultural 
diversity and inclusion benchmarks  
and framework for local councils to:

Welcoming Cities is a Founding Partner 
of Welcoming International - a growing 
network of more than 200 municipalities 
across the world.

Join a network of cities, regions and 
communities committed to leveraging  
the ideas and innovation that come  
from being welcoming and inclusive.

info@welcomingcities.org.au 
welcomingcities.org.au

• Establish a positive and  
welcoming reputation;

• Increase the impact of council  
initiatives for the whole community;

• Plan, learn and improve; and,

• Assess progress over time. 

Welcoming Cities is an initiative of Welcoming 
Australia funded by the Scanlon Foundation.

Jac Torres-Gomez,  
City of Greater Bendigo

“The process of becoming 
accredited as a Welcoming City has 
allowed us to explore how we are 
tracking in cultural diversity and 
inclusion work, including supporting 
reconciliation for Greater Bendigo. 
Gathering evidence from our 
partners and across the city has 
given us insight into the breadth of 
work we are doing, and a roadmap 
to address gaps in the future.”


